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In Term 4, schools will return to face-to-face
learning either through a ‘staged return’ or
‘full return’.
The best learning environment for
students is in the classroom and we are
looking forward to welcoming back our
staff and students in Term 4. We know
that while there will be excitement,
there will also be some anxiety and
uncertainty about being back together
at school.
Recent evidence shows that very little
COVID transmission happens between
children in school settings, and only
a very small number of children who
contract COVID-19 get seriously ill.
However, to support school safety
we are requiring all staff on site to be
fully vaccinated, and we are strongly
encouraging our students and school
community to do the same.
We have worked with NSW Health on
our COVID-safe plan to return to school
sites and have developed effective
practices to support this, including staff
vaccinations, mask wearing, reduced
mingling of staff and student groups,
ventilation in classrooms and continued
good hygiene and cleaning. We are
confident that this, in combination with
support from our school community, will
minimise risk and help to keep schools
open and students learning face-to-face
next to their peers.
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How the staged return to
school will work
Students will return to face-to-face learning at
school in the following order:

• from 18 October – department preschool,
Kindergarten, Year 1

• from 25 October – all remaining year groups.
To maximise the re-establishment of a consistent
routine, students who attend schools for Specific
Purposes (SSPs) are recommended to return at
the same time as students in mainstream settings.
Students with disabilities in mainstream classes
or support classes can also return as part of the
staggered return at the same time as their year
groups.
Students completing their HSC can already
return in a limited way and this will continue for
the first two weeks of Term 4. From 18 October,
these students will have full-time access to school
campuses and their teachers.
Some schools may have slightly different return to
school plans, particularly if they have stage based
classes or are very small schools.

School attendance
All students should be at school on the date
indicated for their year group, unless:

• they have a medical certificate which says

they can’t return to school due to a condition
or illness

• they are currently unwell
• they have been asked by NSW Health to selfisolate.

Wellbeing
If you are worried that the impacts of COVID-19
or going back to face-to-face learning may be
affecting your child’s wellbeing, please discuss
this with your child’s teacher.
You can find more information to help your
child’s wellbeing through the mental health
and wellbeing resources on the
department’s website.

Break times, dropoffs and pick-ups and
canteens
To make sure students reduce the risk of
transmission across cohorts, schools will put in
place staggered recess and lunch breaks, start
and finish times and drop-off and pick-up points.
Students can use the canteen during breaks. This
will be different at each school depending on the
size of the school, the number of students, traffic
flow and other factors.

Creating a safe learning
environment
Masks and face
coverings
Masks will be mandatory for all staff and all
students in Year 7 and above while they are
indoors and outdoors on school sites unless
eating or exercising. Masks are strongly
recommended for primary students both
indoors and outdoors unless eating or exercising.

Students should bring their own masks where
possible, but schools will have back-up supplies
just in case.
Masks are mandatory for all travel on public
transport for children 13 years and older.

Physical
distancing
All adults must keep 1.5 metres distance from
each other, including teachers and support staff,
and parents and carers waiting to collect children.
Physical distancing between children in the
same class is not required under the latest health
guidelines. Mixing between class groups will be
minimised and students will be supported to
follow strict hygiene practices like:

• regularly washing hands
• not sharing drinks or food
• coughing or sneezing into their elbow, or else
using a tissue which should be put in the bin
straight away

• filling water bottles from bubblers rather than
using the bubbler directly.

Vaccination
All adults at school sites, including
employees, contractors, volunteers and essential
visitors, must be fully vaccinated against
COVID-19 by 8 November 2021. Adults that are
required to support the staged return to school
in October 2021 will be required to have received
two doses of COVID-19 vaccine by that date.
For schools under Level 3 settings, adults are
strongly encouraged to have had two doses of a
COVID-19 vaccine, but are not required to be fully
vaccinated until 8 November.
Students aged 12 or above are now eligible for
a COVID-19 vaccination. Parents and carers can
book in a Pfizer or Moderna vaccine now.
Vaccination appointments are available at more
than 3,000 locations across NSW, including GPs
and pharmacies. For students and families who
have questions or concerns related to getting
vaccinated, refer to NSW Health's Know the facts
COVID-19 vaccination fact sheet.

education.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/advice-for-families
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School cleaning and
hygiene supplies
Schools will continue to receive additional
cleaning in line with advice from NSW Health.
Schools have received extra supplies of soap,
hand sanitiser, toilet paper, paper towels,
disinfectant wipes and personal protective
equipment and can order more as needed.

School activities
Many school-based activities will remain on hold,
including large celebrations such as presentation
days and graduations, arts and sports events.
For a full list of what is permitted and what is
on hold, refer to education.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/
advice-for-families.

Visitors
Only essential visitors are allowed on school
sites at this time. When dropping off or picking
up your child, parents and carers need to stay
outside school grounds, you will need to wear a
mask and physically distance. Some exceptions
may exist for:

Ventilation
Open or well-ventilated spaces reduce the
risk of COVID-19. Where possible classroom
doors and windows will remain open and fans
and air-conditioners will be set to use outside air,
where possible.

Rapid antigen testing
We are exploring with NSW Health the use
of COVID home testing kits (known as rapid
antigen testing) as a further screening measure
to reduce the risk of outbreaks in schools, or the
length of time students need to isolate after
contact with someone with COVID. Further
details will be provided in Term 4.
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•
•
•
•

schools for specific purposes
vulnerable students
students with disability
preschools.

In these instances, follow the vaccination and
mask-wearing requirements and sign in using
the Service NSW QR code when entering the
school.

Reporting and
assessment
You will receive your child’s Semester 2 report
by the end of the year. This will be a simplified
version of the report you normally receive.

Orientation and
transition to school
We have flexible arrangements so that students
and parents and carers can still get help with
orientation and transition to school in a COVIDsafe way. Kindergarten and Year 7 orientation
programs will be possible for schools that are no
longer under stay-at-home rules. Transition and
orientation programs will be virtual for schools
still under stay-at-home rules.

Responding to
COVID-19 cases
Where there is a case of COVID-19 in the school
community, the department has established
systems and protocols with NSW Health to
manage and respond accordingly to keep our
staff and students safe. These protocols include
communication with parents or carers if their
child has been in contact with someone who has
tested positive to COVID-19 while at school or if
the school becomes closed.

If your school reverts
to learning from
home
If schools revert to learning from home due to
a Public Health Order or direction from NSW
Health or the Department, the school will
continue to provide learning activities for your
child to do at home and will communicate with
you about their learning.
If your child’s school needs to revert to remote
learning, your school will let families know
through the usual channels, which might
include email, social media or the school website.

If your school
becomes closed
due to a COVID-19
case
Parents and students will be notified when
a decision is made to make the school closed
for onsite attendance due to a confirmed case
of COVID-19 or other events that require the
school to close. Information about the
operational status of the school will be
distributed through the school's information
channels, including the school website, Schools
Safety App, any school social media channels
and the department’s website. During this
period, the school will continue to provide
learning activities for your child to do at home
and will communicate with you about their
learning. Parents and students will be informed
by the department when the school is ready to
resume onsite learning.

Get in touch with
questions or concerns
Your principal has already started planning for
a COVID-safe return at your school, taking into
account the unique needs of their students and
school. To support this planning, and to allow
for your teachers to be fully vaccinated by 8
November or earlier, it is important that students
return on the date specified for their year group.
Get in contact with your principal directly if you
would like more information about your school’s
COVID-safe return to school plan or if you have
concerns or questions about your child being
back in their classroom for face-to-face learning
in Term 4.
If you need further information, please call your
school. If you need an interpreter to assist you
with your enquiry, please call the Telephone
Interpreter Service on 131 450 and ask for an
interpreter in your language. You will not be
charged for this service.
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